THE SILVERSMITH'S CRAFT            93
Our handle, however, is flat, and at the top end is
splayed to a width sufficient to afford a good wide
surface where the joint is made by soldering to the
body. The rim itself is stiffened by means of a band
or flat wire lluted by passing the piece of silver through
a pair of grooved rolls. Again the silver solder occurs,
the work although soundly done, not so neatly accom-
plished as to prevent our seeing the difference between
the sterling silver and the somewhat softer alloy of
which the solder was made.
The lid is a two-piece affair, produced by raising
the dome on a stake or perhaps in a swage. A round-
shaped, lid such as this is, might, and probably would,
have been made by spinning had the piece been made
in George the Fourth's day instead of that of his father.
The lid is decorated with a Hat band bearing a gadroon
design,, and a pine-apple knob, both being soldered to
the dome. These bear evidence of being cast, that
is to say the metal was melted into a crucible and
poured into a mould in which was cut, or otherwise
'formed, the impression of the desired piece. The
gadroon edge, which was at first a long strip, was pulled
round and a butt joint cut at an angle and soldered.
Probably both band and knob were gone over with a
chaser, a small hand tool used to clean out the crevices,
and generally to give a cast decorative detail, a sharp
outline and an appearance of good style and finish,
Chasing tools in many shapes and sizes were used for
a variety of purposes connected with the decorative
treatment of wrought silver.
There remains the ring foot, which is a simple
band, turned round out of a strip of silver a little
thicker than the body, quite possibly from the metal